
Introduction to the Annotated Extracts and Addendums of
Woods Wallace Cousin Clues by Ruth Lamar Petracek, 1973

Annotations, Corrections and Additions by 
Cecilia L. Fabos-Becker, et al. (1974-2016 and ongoing)

In the 1960's it became evident to a number of family history researchers, especially those studying and
trying to expand upon Woods and Wallace families and those with whom they intermarried in
Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, that the family histories published up to then, were woefully
inadequate.  They were not well documented, already found to be inaccurate in too many sections or
lines. At that time, more than 50 years had passed since the last previous ones that were, in their day,
held to be better than previously published ‘vanity press’ books.

In the past 60-70 years, states and counties have also begun to take a fresh look at their old county and
state records archives and began organizing and labeling them to make them more available for use by
researchers.  When some of the earliest real efforts at family history books were published, many of the
county archives in critical areas were disorganized. Some were described by researchers, as “a
shambles”, making them difficult, if not impossible, to use.

About the mid-1960's, Ruth Lamar Petracek, wife of Col. Edmund Petracek who was retiring about that
time, decided it was time for a new book on the early history of the Woods and Wallace families. 
Documentation of people and events was then becoming more available.  As this was still before the
days of personal computers, and the internet, she personally traveled to many states as her time and
budget permitted, many counties within the states, cemeteries, historical societies, county courthouses
and visited many individuals whom the historical societies recommended as having decent amounts of
research and family data of their own.  She made a lot of paper notes.  It wasn’t a perfect effort, as time
and budgets did limit her, but it was far better than almost any that had come before.  She decided after
about eight years or so of research it was time to publish a book that others could use to build upon.  It
was never intended to be the last word.

Thus, after she self-published her book, Woods Wallace Cousin Clues, in 1973 she continued to
correspond with contributors to her book and referred them to one another.  All of the growing group
began, then to add to the material in the book, and literally making notes in the pages of the book and
exchanging information.   For some years Ruth had intended to, and even promised, to publish a revised
version of this book.  However, in later years she grew tired,  began to have some health problems and
finally in the 1990's said to me and others that it was unlikely she would be able to do so.  Others would
have to move forward on any future book based on her 1973 book and corrections and additions.

As one of Ruth’s correspondents, I continued to communicate with, even visit, some of her original
contributors as they, and I, continued to do our research.  I communicated also with historical and
genealogical societies, courthouses and state archives and I made visits to counties in Virginia, Maryland
and Delaware and cemeteries to find new information.  I also frequented  the Sutro Library in San
Francisco, many other libraries and even went to Ireland to find more information.

Below, in my annotated extract(more than half the pages) of Woods Wallace Cousin Clues you will find
the results of my 42 years more work on these families.  I have tried to make as many corrections as I
can on the obvious errors, like the disproved births by Elizabeth Worsopp, and may have missed a few in
the individual pages affected, but I’m reasonably certain most readers will figure out where those



corrections can be made in their own copies of the book or family histories based on the book.

In July, 2020, Jack Woods kindly sent me digitized copies of the original wills of Andrew Woods who
died in Lancaster County, in 1756, and other items of this line.  In Ruth’s book she caused a fair amount
of confusion by stating that it was an ‘Andrew’ Woods who had died in 1756, and saying she was
putting his will in the book and then did not.  A researcher in Lancaster County, some years later than
did a complete type list with short abstracts of all the early wills and administrations in Lancaster County
and typed the name ‘Adam’ for Andrew.  It was otherwise all the same data, wife and children that Ruth
had in her book but she had NOT shown the will.  So, we all dutifully changed our annotations of our
copies of this book to say, Adam instead of Andrew.  This wasn’t the first time we’d found Ruth had
made a mistake, which was easily done given how most early books were published with writers sorting
through piles of notes on floors and tables to place the right data in the right place and missing some.

This time, however, Ruth was correct and it was the first transcriber of all the county’s wills who made
the error. Had Ruth done what she said she was going to do and published a copy of the will, we
probably could have figured out where the error was long ago. This kind of situation simply occasionally
happens. This is one of the reasons why we continue to recommend that researchers find the entirety of
original records and now, using modern digital cameras, digitize and save the exact records and share
them, please.

At the end of the addendums to the upload of the 100 plus pages of Ruth’s book which were still valid in
2018, we have now added digitized copies of the original Andrew Woods lines materials, as sent to us
by Jack Woods.  Don’t be surprised if this is not the last addendum to the addendum.

One correction I know I missed is to my own notes on page 117–Joseph and Elihugh Woods turned out
to be from a separate family in the same county whose surname was orginally Wood before the family
moved from a Quaker area of Pennsylvania to North Carolina.  There were two or more Woods families
in Orange County, North Carolina, but at least one was originally surnamed Wood, not Woods, and then
changed its surname.  I have also provided some of the source materials in the pages following the book,
as well as pages of corrections made by Ruth herself and sent to me after the publication of the book.

Ruth gave credit to several researcher/correspondents and missed a few in her haste to publish.
One or two are no longer valid, as later research invalidated their materials or speculations.

Since I communicated with several of them at that time and afterward, I am updating her list of assistants
and sources: 

First, Ruth used the book Wallace, by George Selden Wallace as a starting basis for her own book.  She
also used a segment of Tennessee Cousins by Worth Ray, though some of his earliest Wallace data is
somewhat erroneous also.

Next, Ruth worked with and received materials and assistance from Dr. George West Diehl, Mrs.
Dorothy Ford Wulfeck, Mrs. John Young, Mrs. Mildred Clark Bailey,  Mrs. Ruth Cowan, Mrs. Kathleen
Crowell Davis and her husband George Davis, Mrs. Joanna Sharp, Mrs. William Cave, Mrs. Virgil
Keith, Mrs. Charles (Rose) Longmire, Miss Ruth Longmire, Mrs. James (Bobby) Collier, Mr. Robert
Lippman,  Mrs. Opal McDonald, Mr. Grover Cleveland  Wallace, Mr. Lon William, Mrs. Ruthmary
Erdahl, Mrs. Ruby Woods, and Mrs. D.M. James.  A number of these persons were/are members of
county historical societies.  Many, but not all of these persons are now deceased.



I have also uploaded a  second file, “Woods-WallaceNotesByCeciliaLFabos-Becker.pdf” , which is
intended to accompany this one.  This second file has many source materials from which I made notes in
my copy of Woods Wallace Cousin Clues, along with notes from original sources and copies of pages
from sources of data covering these families in the 17th, 18th and early 19th centuries.  I focused on
individuals and heads of families born before 1800, since that is where most of the confusion in family
histories has been.  That file is meant to be used with the annotated copy of the extracts from Woods
Wallace Cousin Clues.  I have more materials on Maryland and Pennsylvania Woods and Wallace
families than were in Ruth’s book.  I had found some relationships in the families that never did not
leave Pennsylvania and Maryland at the same time as those in Ruth’s book, and then expanded on those
and more.  There are also a couple of dozen pages of “group sheets” mostly supported by decent
documentation, from a group sheets exchange organization that existed in the 1970's and 1980's and are
not commonly found anywhere today.   There are about 120 pages here and 270 pages or so in that
second file, so together about 400 pages of material for researchers into these lines.

I did not seek to reinvent any “research wheels.”  I did not, for instance, copy many pages of my notes
from Lyman Chalkley’s Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish, as that very useful 3 volume work is now on-line
and easily found.  My husband and I ourselves posted a link to it, on our website page
www.americeltic.net/sources. When I first started copying those pages, the work was not on-line and I
had to make a 50 mile plus trip, one way, to the Sutro Library to read it.  I did copy a few items from
ancestry.com on county wills when I discovered they did not easily come up in a search; you had to
know what county to look for, first.   I also provided some copies of materials from genealogy.com as
that service no longer exists and some of the materials once on that site now seem to be missing.

My work also is not the last word on these families, but a continuation of work that has been going on
between my generation and the last, a good 80 years or more at this point.  I’m still doing more research
and do not expect these data uploads to be my last.  For one thing, I hope to make another trip to Ireland
for more materials, and I’ve got about 80 more LDS microfilms or so to go through for original records
both in the U.S. pre 1850 and in Ireland.

I hope readers find the materials as they are enjoyable and useful and that some will let me know if they
themselves find new documentation (primary sources, preferably, please) that adds to the general body
of knowledge for everyone.  Also please let me know about any useful links that I can add to my
“sources” for others to quickly find from my site.

Cecilia L. Fabos-Becker, San Jose, CA, 26 January, 2017, revised 26 July, 2020
website: www.americeltic.net
email: celia.lfsbecker@gmail.com 

http://www.americeltic.net/sources
http://www.americeltic.net
mailto:celia.lfsbecker@gmail.com
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