
Introduction to the McClenaghan Papers
and History of Dunshaughlin Union of Parishes, County Meath, Ireland

Rev. Hamlet McClenaghan was the Rector of the Dunshaughlin Parish, in County Meath, Ireland between
1905-1941.  Rev. McClenaghan wanted to do a parish history for the associated Dunshaughlin union of 8
parishes.  In this quest, McClenaghan performed the remarkable feat of bicycling the ten miles, one way,
from his parish seat, as many as two and three times a week, for 7 years, regardless of the often wet and
cold Irish weather, to hand-transcribe records and make notes from the original documents in the Public
Records Office in Dublin.  Each time, he “brought back many pages” of notes hand-written, in pencil, on
“fools-cap sized paper”.  At one time, McClenaghan had over 1,000 pages of hand-written notes, from
which he personally typed the 430 page manuscript that follows.   McClenaghan’s Papers are now VERY
important because the IRA blew up the Public Records Office in June of 1922, destroying many original
documents.

The result of McClenaghan effort is a very wide-ranging, electic history that takes the reader from pre-
Christian Ireland, and the heart of the ancient and most important Irish kingdom (Tara is in County Meath
and included in the Dunshaughlin Union of Parishes) to the end of the 1910, when Ireland was in a state
of major flux as conditions improved and more rights were restored to Catholic Irish.  But, it was not
enough, for Ireland was on the eve of its last, and only successful revolution, finally obtaining
Independence when the Irish Free State and its constitution became law in December 1922, just as
Europe was emerging from World War I, in which the UK was a major player.   What was important to
Rev. McClenaghan then, and to his contemporaries, is not as now, and history was not the social science
it is today with the rules of presentation.  However, McClenaghan’s manuscript and appendices contain
much rare and important material for researchers of many kinds.

We are still trying to find all of Rev. McClenaghan’s original notes because, as you will see, about half  of
his appendices are missing.  These missing appendices include some of his original notes that back up the
statements he makes in his manuscript, especially his statements about families. We know the collection
was intact as of 1941, and seemed to be largely intact, at least for one of the three copies that existed,
when found again by Mrs. Ruby Woods in 1982 (see the summary of the McClenaghan Papers and the
Hibernia Research Ltd. report on the Woods family as a separate document on the www.AmeriCeltic.net
website, under “genealogy,” and “documents.”)   

We are very grateful to the financial donation of Mr. Andrew Rinker, Jr., Esq., of New Orleans,
Louisiana and London, England, to fund this project, and to the cooperation and far-sightedness of Dr.
Raymond Refausse and other officials of the Registered Church Body (RCB) Library in Dublin, Ireland
for digitizing  this collection.  Dr. Refausse and the RCB Library already had in place the tools for
digitizing and posting such manuscripts, using established contractors with modern equipment and
methods, Digitization is a great improvement over the old, dark, low resolution  microfilms which also
require large, expensive microfilm projectors to read them!

At the RCB Library  alone, we’ve now identified 23 other collections of papers and manuscripts we’d like
help to digitize and post.  We have also found several important collections in U.S. university libraries. 
We also know of important prominent family (with many allied descendant families and transactions
among them) archives in Ireland and Scotland, with the records of hundreds, if not thousands of families,
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within them, whose owners would like digitized and are seeking aid to do so.  This was one of the earliest
experiments at matching donors to collections and the owners of the collection to make such projects
possible.

There is more to be done, however, even related to this manuscript. It is clear, from what remains of his
appendices, Rev. McClenaghan never made a statement without notes from the original records to back it
up–except, occasionally, when he wrote about events and people beyond Ireland.  Even on some of his
statements about the activities of English overlords in the 16th century, however, he has some primary
source material he had also obtained by correspondence, and visits to archives in places like Trinity
College, to support most of his statements.  He was much more careful than many historians of his day. 
Nonetheless, most people would like to see his original notes and transcriptions, not just his summary
statements from them.  That’s the difference between a credible secondary source and its primary
sources.

There are more than 30 Irish, Anglo-Irish and Scots-Irish families in this history with some bits of detail
as to where they lived, where members of the families were buried, and in some cases the names of all the
children of a generation or two and bits of wills showing their existence and standing in the views of their
day and, later, Rev. McClenaghan’s day.  These families include wider County Meath, and families who
had properties across county lines into Dublin County, in particular, though he emphasizes those in his
parish union.  McClenaghan included his opinion of “the most important” area families: the ones with the
large tombstones, long history of prominence, even if Catholic, and multiple pieces of land.   Although
families grew in size, many members left Ireland because of the laws of primogeniture regarding
inheritance.  Many younger sons emigrated, and starting in the 1650's, many came to the U.S.  Thus,
we’re actively trying to find the rest of the detail that Rev. McClenaghan saw, and made notes from, to
link the descendants in the U.S. back to the earlier their ancestors in McClenaghan’s history.

This project was an early experiment by the owners and managers of www.AmeriCeltic.net to
demonstrate the feasibility of digitizing  more such documents and making them more accessible to most
people tracing their families back to Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Northern England–the “Celtic areas” of
the British Isles.  Some documents, like the 1659 Petty Survey (census), must be transcribed long-hand
on paper and entered into a computer word-processing program, re-organized and posted.  For all the
reasons people want accurate family histories it’s much better and faster to digitize something, if it can be
done, once, and make the result freely accessible to all online, than to make many individual efforts, or
hand transcribe.

Putting the McClenaghan Papers on-line and making them accessible to all is also part of our general
effort to promote a greater understanding of Celtic people and culture.  In McClenaghan’s manuscript
you will find many things that discuss aspects of Irish history and culture that are rarely found elsewhere,
like a complete transcription of the old pre-Christian Ogam/Ogham writing that greatly resembles modern
bar codes, and instructions on how to read the script.  Given that we now know we have stones with
Ogam inscriptions on them found here in the U.S., (giving hard evidence of ancient explorers and minor
settlements from pre and early Christian Ireland), some Americans may even find a couple of pages of
Ogam quite useful.  McClenaghan also covers pre-Christian burial traditions, and themes from them that
carried over to the Americas, Australia etc, and were retained in even recent monuments and memorials. 
Between the drawings and descriptions in McClenaghan’s work, and a modern description and
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photographs of the old church cemetery at Knockmark, by Noel Clarke, in April, 2014, we saw a pattern,
in one of our own families, of large flat, horizontal tombstones that literally spanned over 250 years, three
states and the Atlantic ocean.   The same type of grave stones, and arrangement for husband and wife,
can literally be seen in Knockmark and a few other sites from the late 17th and early 18th centuries, the
Head of the Christiana Church cemetery in Delaware and at the Mt. Woods cemetery at Wheeling, West
Virginia.  I wouldn’t be surprised if historical societies and colleges find a few more of these among late
17th and early 18th century Anglo-Irish and Scotch-Irish emigrant graveyards in Virginia and
Pennsylvania–including some long forgotten and over-grown cemeteries I can think of, and some old
formerly “family burying grounds.”

How can I help?
If you like what you see here and would like to help us get more of these rare documents on-line, please,
go to www.AmeriCeltic.net and click on the ‘Donate’ button. Everything is done securely and
electronically, by PayPal.  Although PayPal handles these transactions, you don’t need to open a Paypal
account to make a donation - just use your existing credit, debit card or checking account. With Paypal,
more money goes to the projects because less money goes to banks and their myriad and ever increasing
fees.  We also adhere to the rule of 90% going directly to projects and keeping our own expenses to less
than 10%, to maintain a top non-profit grade and reputation.  

About AmeriCeltic
Since 2005, AmeriCeltic has promoted the preservation of Celtic culture, focusing on Family History and
Traditional Celtic music.  Since 2009, AmeriCeltic has helped raise money toward charitable causes, such
as Haitian relief, and since 2011, toward San Jose-Dublin Sister Cities Program scholarship programs
through Celtic music concerts.  We are now expanding our Educational efforts through this Celtic Family
History program, and aiming for supporting history and archeology degree scholarships related to Celtic
American and Celtic history and culture at some point in the future. We expect scholars to use some of
these newly on-line collections, particularly at public “junior” and “state” colleges, who, along with their
students, need the help the most.

We are working toward 501(c)3 status with the US IRS to make donations tax deductible, but as of
August 2014, there is a huge backlog in processing these applications at the IRS (the reasons for this
backlog are evident newspapers), and so it make take awhile to get final approval.   Please DO send us an
email with your comments and suggestions of any collections you might have know of which, if digitized
and on-line, would help more families complete their often decades long research efforts.  If you have a
collection of primary records, or transcriptions of them, for Celtic roots families, and  you would like it
uploaded, you can send them to us via a PDF email attachment, Dropbox, or the like, and we will post
them online to make them available to anyone with an internet connection.

Thank you!
Cecilia L. Fabos-Becker, and Anthony J. Becker, owners and managers
www.AmeriCeltic.net
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Families Who Have Significant History in Dunshaughlin Union of Parishes

The most prominent families in the area, and usually those with the most mention of their names, were
Cusack/Cusake; Deece/Dease; Delahid/Delahide; Nugent, Fitzpatrick; Cooke; Wellesley/Wesly;
Supple/Chapelle; Gaisford; Hamilton, Digby; and Woods.  Many were Norman-Irish with lands and
history back to the 12th century; others were prominent during the 17th through the 19th centuries, and one
who went back to the earliest of Christian records about pre-Christian families; was Dease/Deece. 
Families often had lands in multiple parishes of the Union.  Bits and pieces of their history, several
generations of individuals for most, are found throughout the manuscript and in the appendices.   An
index follows with these families and most, if not all the pages in which their names appear.  I tried to
emphasize the pages in which a time frame for an individual was presented, or additional family members.

After finding very little about individuals with the names Fox, Daly/Daily and Warren in the book, in the
appendices, disjointedly numbered about pages 392-431, there are several entries with more family
information for Fox and Daly/Daily and several pages about the Warren/de Warrenne family.  The Fox
family was described in one of the few entries about the Fox’s in the body of the manuscript as being one
of the old principal resident families of County Meath and in the Union of Dunshaughlin, and then there
was virtually nothing to link maybe three individuals’ names throughout the manuscript until I got to the
appendices.  Suddenly there was more and it’s probably worth a look by persons seeking Fox family
history, though not as much as it should be for this family.  At the very end of the appendices is special,
rather unusual and entertaining bit: a roughly six page biography of a California notable, Rosa Anna
Gilbert, a serial bigamist, mistress to the King of Bavaria at one point,  and early “exotic dancer,”  better
known as Lola Montez, who was married at least once in Dunshaughlin, to a Rev. John James,  and at
the same time learned her “Spanish dancing” that so entranced the king, from a Miss Kelly in the
Dunshaughlin Union of Parishes.

INDEX
Family Page
Armstrong 3, 82, 89,
Barnewall 51, 57, 58, 62, 66, 67, 304 - 305, 327, 351 - 354, 386 - 387,
Blackburn 83, 84 - 86,
Clinch/Clynch 74, 121, 389, 391,
Cooke 54 - 57, 70 - 74, 111, 121, 122, 129, 130, 152, 157, 159, 160, 184, 219, 303,

311, 324, 386 - 387, 391, 392b, 395,
Corbalis/Corbally 62, 76, 90, 121, 149, 204, 345, 358 - 359, 363 - 364,
Cox 3, 81, 82, 391,
Cusack/Cusake 3, 58, 62, 165, 179, 180, 185 - 189, 214, 246 - 252, 254 - 261, 266, 327 -

328, 349, 357, 382, 387,
Darcy/Darcie 62, 157, 205, 250, 258, 308,
De Burgh/De Burgo 63, 29,
De Lacy/DeLacey 170 - 171, 244 - 245, 251, 274, 292, 294, 301, 349, 382,
Deece/Dease 61, 62, 286, 288, 305 - 306, 368 - 369,
DeGeneville 44, 45, 107, 286 - 287, 289 - 295,
Delahid/Delahide 52, 54 - 58, 159, 304 - 305, 382, 386 - 387,
Digby 130 -134, 157, 269, 359, 368, 382,
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Dillon 58, 90, 126, 194, 238, 261, 269, 351 - 353, 378, 383, 387, 389,
Donnelly 77, 279, 281 - 282, 311, 391b,
Duncan 76, 219, 325 - 327, 332, 343,
Elliot/Elyot 183 - 189, 351, 387,
Fitzpatrick 217, 267, 356, 362,
Fitzsimmons/Fitzsymon 51, 82,
Fitzwilliams 52, 57,
Gaisford 3, 109, 193, 203, 211 - 216, 391b,
Gellouse/Jeallous 58, 267,
Hamilton 73, 74, 86, 193 - 195, 204, 217 - 218, 311, 354, 375, 391,
Henderson 118, 119, 124, 149, 391b, 392, 394 - 395,
Hussey/Hussy 58, 130, 171, 191 - 192, 250, 274, 299 - 301, 304 - 305, 313 - 314, 324 -

325, 327, 387,
Ingham 276, 283,
Irvine 87, 92, 93, 97, 113 - 118, 123, 140, 157, 277, 283, 360, 391, 395, 395b,
Jolly 73, 74, 109, 121, 391,
Kennedy 204, 392,
Kenny 143, 158, 395c,
Killy/Kelly 3, 75, 159, 302, 364, 377, 379, 427l,
Leon/Lyon/Fitzleon 286, 288 - 295, 299, 305, 382,
Liddiard 277 - 278, 280 - 281, 303, 311,
Lindsay 283,
MacAnnally/McNally 309 - 310, 345,
Maguire/Magwyr 48,
Nangle 53, 158,
Nugent 58, 204, 261, 267, 378, 392,
O'Conor/O'Connor 86,
Plunkett 51, 54, 57, 58, 75, 179, 187, 313, 334, 337, 349 - 352, 368, 382, 387, 427,
Proudfoot 72,
Ruerke/O'Rorke 72,
Spenser 145, 147, 374,
Stanyhurst/Stanihurst 51, 52,
Supple/Chapelle 93, 109, 121, 123, 124, 144 - 149, 391 - 391b, 392b, 395, 395c,
Ussher 52, 58, 111, 183 - 184, 311, 332, 336, 346, 387,
Webb 71 - 74, 83, 111 - 117, 121, 134 - 138, 144, 146, 152, 157, 269, 355, 368,

391, 427k, 427l,
Wellesley/Wesley 62, 86, 180 - 183, 185, 191, 199 - 201, 214, 250, 350, 368,
Woods 71, 116, 117, 121 - 126, 141 - 142, 159, 267, 276, 325, 388 - 389, 392b,
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